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Shelby Cobra 427 
 

Chassis Number   CSX 3258 
 

 
 

The thundering Shelby Cobra is unquestionably one of the most important American 
performance icons of the 20th century, rooted in the brilliant racing career and boundless 
grit of its creator Carroll Shelby. 

Under Shelby’s leadership, and with the help of a bigger than life team including Ken Miles, 
Phil Remington, Pete Brock, and many other US racing aces of the period, the Ford-
powered, AC Ace-derived Cobra was very quick and American dream car.  

The earlier 260/289 snakes would quickly win virtually anywhere and everywhere they 
appeared, both in the US and also in Europe. The Cobra won the US Manufacturer’s 
Championship three years running, in 1963, 1964, and 1965, and with sleek Pete Brock-
designed Daytona Coupe bodywork, Shelby American won also the 1965 FIA World 
Manufacturer’s Championship. 

Uncompromising and fiercely aggressive on the racetrack, Shelby’s 289 Cobra was an 
instant icon, yet Shelby knew that to stay competitive, it was essential to continually increase 
power: Ford’s mighty 427 engine: a big-block monster of almost otherworldly 
horsepower that changed the power wars forever and with an output never thought 
possible. 
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Shelby was initially promised a new aluminum-block version of Ford’s 390 FE engine, but 
Dearborn finally assigned the heavier cast-iron block 427. Shelby’s team then set about 
creating a chassis capable of containing the 427-cubic-inch behemoth.  

The new design sported a four-inch tube frame and seven-inch wider body with larger fender 
flares—necessitated by the increased power and weight of the engine. A highly 
sophisticated coil-over suspension was crafted by Ford engineers (using the same computer 
as on the GT40), all of which still sitting on the same 90-inch wheelbase of the MKIIs. 

The new creation debuted at Sebring in 1964, driven by Ken Miles. While at first handling 
challenges needed addressing, the tremendous performance potential of the newest snake 
in the pit was unmistakable. 

Named the “427 Cobra” or MKIII in 1965, Shelby’s big-block cars were never mass-
produced, with just over 300 built.  

The cars were brutally fast, and driving one continues to be a mind-bending experience. 

Only few cars gain instant international icon status: the 427 Cobra surely did and still 
does. Endless stories of its acceleration capabilities like the “Fetch the hundred 
Dollar bill attached to the windscreen before we go to 100miles and back to Zero” are 
passed now into the fourth generation of enthusiasts. 
 
This will likely never change, as they say: Icons never die.  
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After the last registry mentioning above, CSX3258 went to Mr. Roger Jean Guy in 1996 and 
subsequently to Joel Postel in France, repainted blue (see the last FIA papers) in S/C 
configuration. Finally, back to delivery correct red / black configuration in the 2010s as of 
today it found a new home in an high profile Austria collection in 2016. 
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Additional register photos from the Seidl European Cobra Archive show a straight forward 
history without twists and turns as with so many Cobras. Most importantly no signs of major 
accidents, let alone chassis bends.  
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CSX 3258 has a complete folder that accompanies the car.  
 
Original books which is exceptional since only a few came with any.  
Only tools would be a jack and a Thor hammer. 
Sunburst wheels as spares. 

 
The last restoration that was done was when it was converted back to LHD. The paint was 
done in the 2010 years, see photos from the Seidl register attached in this report.  

Body and paint: Overall paint is in very good condition and well maintained. Has been well 
cared for since. No cracking. All body panels fit correctly with proper seems and alignments 
for hood, door, track lid.  

There is some deterioration of the weather stripping that will need replacement around the 
doors, hood and trunk. Windshield weather stripping is in good condition and can be 
retained.  

Car sits as it should on all 4 corners. See pictures from previous restoration, that show no 
major damage on body panels, only minor repairs to fenders flairs, which is kind of normal 
for a use time of 60+ years.  

Interior: Interior being all original has the normal patina for its age and shows well in that 
respect. Refer to pictures of the seats, all original carpet throughout showing normal wear. 
Original steering wheel in good conditioned and retains original horn button. Dash was 
recovered original and is in excellent condition.  
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All gauges and switches function properly. All are original Smiths with the exception on the 
amp meter which is a replacement by Lucas. All knobs are correct. With added switching 
underneath the dash for fuel pump and other controls. 

Trunk: All riveting is proper and seams are all good. The paint on the surface shows signs 
of wear. Trunk is in good condition. Convertible Top and all bows/sidescreens are with the 
car and are in good condition, no need to replace. 

Undercarriage: shows normal wear for a car that has been driven. Chassis rails show no 
sign of replacement or sleeving. Suspension is correct as are brakes. While all the 
suspension parts are correct the car has benefitted from the addition of the Koni adjustable 
shocks. 

Engine: Period correct 427 starts and runs well. The block, intake and heads are correct for 
a 1966-1967 factory 427. There is no ribbing on the block that would indicate that it is a 
warranty replacement unit. 
 

No smoke on start or after car warms up. Runs well through the gears but does tend to spit 
between shifts. I suspect that can be taken care of through a service, including the 
carburettor, spark plugs, air filter, etc. Normal time sponsored oil leaks from value cover 
gaskets. Coil and wire are replacement and are normal upgrades but are not original. Also 
coolant tank is chrome, originally black.   
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Conversion back to left hand drive was done well during restoration and gives the car back 
its original specification. As a whole the engine compartment is intact as should be, again 
showing the quality of a driver example, not a trailer queen. Verified chassis number on 
frame rail. Side pipes show normal wear. 

Overall conclusion: CSX3258 is a very good solid car, retaining most of its originality 
throughout. Little effort could be taken to return to its original factory production 
configuration: deleting the hood scoop, roll bar, side pipes and installing the original wheels 
that are included. No big deal. 
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CAR and DRIVER magazine November 1965 performance figures are still breathtaking 
today: 
 
485bhp/6500 
 
Zero to mph 
30 - 3.2s 
40 - 3.6s 
50 - 3.9s 
60 - 4.3s 
70 - 5.5s 
80 - 6.2s 
90 - 7.3s 
100 - 8.8s 
 
1/4 - 12.2@118mph 
 
Top speed - 165mph 
 
0-100-0mph - 14.5s  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:12.2@118mph
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There are few cars in the world like the Shelby Cobra. It’s a car that defined an era of 
performance and continues to be just as loved today, if not even more than it was in 
its youth. It has great performance, even decades later by today’s standards, 
stunningly beautiful classic looks, and most importantly, the Shelby Cobra appeals 
to a pure, visceral sense of driving pleasure that will always be timeless. The essence 
of performance, elegance, driving joy, and icon status. Icons like this don’t come often. 
 
For a car that so perfectly embodies the definition of a driver’s car, it’s almost a shame that 
the Shelby Cobra car is as rare as it is. However, its rarity makes it a beautiful and exclusive 
piece that is all the more collectible and desirable. With a 0-60 time around 4 seconds, and 
a top speed of 160 mph that would be able to keep up with many modern performance cars, 
rarity and collectability are far from the only reason people love the Shelby Cobra.  

It’s one of the greatest performance cars of its day, and the innovations and dedication that 
went behind making that car as dynamic and powerful as it is are ones that helped the entire 
industry and world of cars, and especially performance cars go to new heights and dive head 
first into the future. 

The Shelby Cobra 427 has a look that is recognizable just about anywhere with its 
classic sports car roadster appeal with timeless proportions that are hard not to love. 
Even people who have never heard of the Cobra Shelby would recognize and 
appreciate it as a beautiful classic sports car. If you’re looking for an iconic, classic, 
and legendary car that’s a great investment, a thrill to drive, and has the potential to 
be the star of a car collection, the Shelby Cobra is hard to beat. 

Please keep the information strictly confidential.  
 

 


